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“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of
God, shewing himself that he is God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out
of the way.” 2 Thessalonians 2.7

“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold.” Matthew 24:11-12

Professing believers will accept “new revelation” even though it conflicts with the revealed Word of God.
This will lead to opposition of Biblical truth within the churches.

Those who preach a distorted gospel may even gain strategic leadership positions in denominations and
in theological schools, enabling them to deceive and mislead many within the church.

Throughout the world millions if not billions will be involved in the occult, astrology, witchcraft, spiritism
and Satanism. The influences of demons and evil spirits will multiply greatly.

“ charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at his appearing and his kingdom; preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” 2 Timothy 4:1

Protection against being deceived is found in an enduring faith and love for Christ, in a commitment to the
absolute authority of His Word and in a thorough knowledge of that Word.

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both
save thyself, and them that hear thee.” 1 Timothy 4:16

1 Timothy 4:1-2, 2 Timothy 3:8, Matthew 7:22-23, Galatians 1:9, 2 Peter 3:3-7, and 1 Timothy 4:16

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 and they shall turn away their ears from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Timothy 4:3-4

“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with
which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 2! And the remnant
were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth:
and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.” Revelation 19:20-21

False teachers / leaders will offer “salvation” and cheap grace while ignoring Christ's demand for
repentance, separation from immorality and loyalty to God and His standards.
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“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and
their damnation slumbereth not. But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and
destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own
corruption; and shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in
the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while
they feast with you; having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable
souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: which have forsaken
the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the
wages of unrighteousness; but was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man’s
voice forbad the madness of the prophet.” 2 Peter 2:1-3, 12-19

False hope that centers on human activity and goals of self-interest will become popular. 2 Timothy 4:3-4

Moral apostasy is the severing of one’s saving relationship with Christ and returning to sin and immorality.
Some leaders may proclaim right doctrine, yet abandon God’s moral law and standards of righteousness
and thereby corrupt the truth and choose deception.

“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their
lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by
the precept of men:” Isaiah 29:13

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of
the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first

that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” Matthew
23:25-28

“and likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet.” Romans 1:27

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9-10

*knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for
the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of
mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for
menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound
doctrine; according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.” 1
Timothy 1:9-11
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Many churches will tolerate almost anything for the sake of numbers, money, success and honor.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” 1 Timothy 4:1

The gospel of the cross with its call to suffer, to radically renounce sin, to sacrifice for God’s Kingdom and
to deny oneself will be unpopular.

“For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his
sake; having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.” Philippians 1:29-
30

“For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the
body, ye shall live.” Romans 8:13

“And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. *3But he that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Matthew 24:12-13

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,

unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of

God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears;” 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:3

Both the church history and the predicted falling away at the end time warn believers not to be naive
about widespread corruption of the gospel. At some point in church history, rebellion against God and
His Word will reach astounding proportions. The day of the Lord will bring God’s wrath on those who
reject His truth.

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are
not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.
But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Thessalonians 5:2-9

“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; | know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked: | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not



appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as | love, | rebuke
and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To
him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.” Revelation 3:14-22



